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Aphasia is an acquired language disorder that affects language production and comprehension, substantially limiting everyday communication (Richardson & Dalton, 2022). Among its clinical variants, Broca's aphasia is characterised by marked impairments in speech production. These limitations highlight the importance of investigating the linguistic resources that remain available for communication. In this respect, expressive interjections are used to externalise speakers' mental states (Ameka, 1992; Ameka & Wilkins, 2006) and correspond to the category of interjections within Heine's (2023) taxonomy of interactive forms. Despite their potential relevance for understanding expressive communication, expressive interjections have received little attention in aphasic discourse, particularly regarding the pragmatic functions they perform.
This study has two objectives: (i) to identify the emotional and cognitive states conveyed through expressive interjections during spontaneous discourse, and (ii) to examine the pragmatic functions these interjections fulfil in interaction. The analysis is based on the first section of the AphasiaBank discourse protocol (MacWhinney et al., 2011) and includes twenty-five English-speaking participants with Broca's aphasia, all with an Aphasia Quotient (AQ) between 51 and 75. Speakers discuss language self-perception, stroke memories, positive and negative personal experiences, and rehabilitation strategies. Each expressive interjection is analysed within its interactional context according to the emotional or cognitive state conveyed and the pragmatic function it fulfils.
The analysis is expected to identify the emotional and cognitive states conveyed through expressive interjections and the pragmatic functions these units fulfil during spontaneous interaction. These findings will contribute to a better understanding of how expressive interjections support communication in aphasic discourse and provide new insights into their communicative and pragmatic role in clinical interaction.
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